
 
 

Dear Friends and Family Members of Evergreen Community: 

We know that many are concerned about the recent worldwide outbreak of the coronavirus (COVID-19), 

as well as the recent presumptively positive case in our county, and how that spread might impact us 

here at Evergreen Community. At this time, there are no cases of the coronavirus at Evergreen 

Community. Know that the safety of the residents is our number one priority, and our focus is on 

preventative, proactive steps to minimize risk within our community.  

Effective immediately, Evergreen Community of Johnson County will limit visitation on our campus as 

recommended by the CDC. For the health and safety of the residents, we ask that you please do not 

visit our campus at this time unless it is an extreme situation which should be discussed with Raman 

Dulku, Stacey Braden, or Jamie Paredes in advance of your visit. Based on federal guidance, no visitor 

will be permitted into our community who meets any of the following criteria: 

1) Signs or symptoms of a respiratory infection, such as fever, cough, shortness of breath, or sore 

throat. 

2) In the last 14 days, has had contact with someone with a confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19, or 

under investigation for COVID-19, or are ill with respiratory illness.  

3) International travel within the last 14 days to countries with sustained community transmission. 

For updated information on affected countries visit: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/travelers/index.html 

4) Resides in a community where community-based spread of COVID-19 is occurring.  

Please know that the news about the spread of this new disease is concerning for us all. We understand 

that communication with your loved ones is incredibly important and encourage you to communicate 

with them in other ways such as the telephone, video chat, e-mail, or social media. 

The CDC and CMS (Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services) have provided communities with a list of 

recommended steps which we are implementing to minimize the risk of infection, and our clinical team 

is in contact with the local and state health department to ensure we are putting the latest 

recommendations into practice. Staff have been trained on the symptoms of the Coronavirus (COVID-

19), CDC recommended infection prevention techniques, and have clear protocols for staff to stay home 

and not come to work if they are ill or symptomatic. 

The three biggest steps our community can take in preventing the spread of this virus, including friends 

and family members, are the same steps the CDC recommends during any cold or flu season: 

1) Proper handwashing. Use warm water and soap, scrub well, and wash for at least 20 seconds 

(hum “Happy Birthday” to yourself twice). The entire Evergreen Community staff has gone 

through additional hand washing training and testing over the last week. 

2) Social distancing. Limiting large group activities and meetings, and avoiding hugs and 

handshakes can help prevent the spread of infection. At Evergreen Community, we’ve limited 



 
face-to-face meetings, resident group social activities, and are making adjustments to our dining 

processes to limit group interaction. 

3) If you’re sick, stay home. Team members who are feeling under the weather have been 

instructed to stay home. As of Tuesday, March 10th, due to the confirmed case of COVID-19 in 

Johnson County, CMS has instructed all Johnson county nursing homes to prohibit visitation 

until further notice (medical exceptions may apply; contact the staff listed at the end of this 

letter with questions). We are in the process of acquiring options for virtual communication and 

training staff on how to help residents video chat with friends and family members. If you have 

questions regarding these guidelines, please visit this link at the bottom of this message, or 

reach out to us. At Evergreen Community, we are suspending outside tours, and will be using a 

sterile thermometer to take the temperature of all guests and staff members upon entering the 

community. 

We continue to monitor information and guidance from the Kansas Department of Health and 

Environment and the CDC and are working with state and local public health and emergency 

preparedness officials to prevent the illness. We apologize in advance for any inconvenience this may 

cause, but believe it is in the best interest of residents. We will continue to keep you informed.  

Below, you’ll find a list of Evergreen Community contacts for your reference. You are welcome to reach 

out to any of the names listed with any questions or concerns. We ask that you also visit the CDC 

website for the most up-to-date, comprehensive list of steps you can take to help us protect the 

residents in our care. 

 

With gratitude, 

 

Chris Osborn, Chief Executive Officer 

Evergreen Community of Johnson County 

 

 

Evergreen Community Contacts: 

Jamie Paredes, Executive Director jamiep@ecojc.org 913-477-8235 

Raman Dulku, Director of Health ramand@ecojc.org 913-477-8239 

Stacey Braden, Infection Control Nurse staceyb@ecojc.org 913-477-8238 
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